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From the Desk of (the Rev.) Dr. Gordon M. Taylor

M

y old back-pack finally split apart. If you ever lifted it, you know why: I
carried everything possible short of winter tires in that bag: books, papers,
laptop, spare batteries, spare shoes, etc. It was so heavy a colleague once jokingly
called it “my bag of woes.” Have you ever had a bag like that? I always slung that
old bag over one shoulder.
Recently, my left side started to hurt. I wonder why? My wife bought me a new
bag for Valentine’s Day. It was a little gesture. I hadn’t asked for one, but she saw it
and bought it for me. Only it was different. It was smaller. There is less room in it
for a heavy load. Guess what? It helped me to stand up straight and pain free.
Why was I carrying that load?
Luke spoke about a woman who had been carrying a heavy load for 18 years – who
was all bent out of shape (13:10-23). Her pain was not the kind that stabs your
spine when you stoop to pick up a box and something pops. Luke says it was a
spirit that kept her bowed over. She carried a load inside that was heavy. Maybe it
was a regret. Or a grudge. Or some guilt. It could have been shame, or fear, or
rage, or loneliness or a dilemma she didn’t know how to fix. But it was a heavy
load. It twisted the life out of her. Have you ever had a load like that?
Jesus was about to teach in the synagogue. But he saw this woman who was
obviously unwell, in an age when disease was thought a sign of God’s judgement.
Remember that women and men usually were separated by a curtain, and men
certainly did not speak to women about theology. What did He do? He
approached her.
It’s a small thing. She hadn’t called to him, waved at him, signaled him in any way.
In fact she never speaks! Yet Jesus set aside the scripture reading, delayed the
liturgy, expected his audience to wait, and got up and approached the woman. He
initiated the contact and simply recognized that she was part of the community. He
called her “a daughter of Abraham” – one of us – one of the people of God and
said: “you are set free from your ailment.” It was a small thing. He treated her like
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10:30 am
Palm Sunday
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We acknowledge with gratitude that we meet on the traditional territory of the Treaty One peoples and of the Metis nation.
We welcome a new relationship with our Indigenous neighbours, and seek to live with respect, peace and friendship in this lan d.
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a human being … and something heavy fell off her soul … and she was able to stand up tall
and dignified again, and look him and others in the eye. It was something little, but full of
love.

Even when the world is
weighing us down and has bent
us over for years … the
gestures of kindness and
generosity and friendship and
grace CAN make a difference
in people’s lives.

Not everyone was pleased. The chair of the Board thought he had broken the fourth
commandment and violated Sabbath Law. After all, what was one more day to wait after 18
years! It was a little thing, to wait. But now, at last, Jesus delivered his teaching! He
pointed to Torah’s compassionate exceptions to Sabbath laws: one might lead a beast of
burden to and from the watering hole, and release it, so it would not have to stay tethered
for 18 hours. So why, in God’s name, literally, not release a woman who had been tied up
for 18 years?
Then Jesus offered his punch line about tiny mustard seeds (for the farmers, males maybe),
and a packet of yeast hidden in 60 pounds of flour (for the bakers, females maybe). The
Kin_dom of God is about little things … that have big impact! I think he was saying, “A small
act of genuine generosity and caring and interest has profound magic! It can set people free
of burdens; it can begin the growth of new flourishing life, or take inert flour and turn it into
a feast!
I think this is a really uplifting passage (if you will pardon the pun!) because it reminds us
that even when we feel like we have little to offer, that the problems are too big, that we
despair of making a difference, even the little initiatives make a difference. How powerful it
is to initiate a phone call, a card, a thank you, an invitation. Crossing the room to initiate a
conversation, to recognize another as human, can overcome the burden of isolation and
rejection. Even when the world is weighing us down and has bent us over for years … the
gestures of kindness and generosity and friendship and grace CAN make a difference in
people’s lives. They are like seeds that can bear fruit 30, 60, 100 fold – and lead to the year
of God’s favour!
17

When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire
crowd rejoiced at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
Gracious God: we thank you that your Spirit rested upon Jesus to launch a new Kin_dom, to
inaugurate a new administration; to bring good news to the poor, release to prisoners, sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, in short to proclaim the Lord’s favor. May his Spirit
rest upon us that we may do likewise. Amen.
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Property Committee Report

W

e would like to give a thank you to all the people who show up on all days of the
week to help maintain the building. This includes changing the outdoor message
board sign, checking the lights and clocks and changing them, along with many other duties.
A BIG thank you to Bert and Bev Dupasquier for keeping the sidewalks clear, and thank you
to Karen Lenaghan for spreading sand.
Red Valley made sure that the parking lot was clear for Sunday services.
As always, George Mattus was willing and able to source and purchase supplies for the
building; this time it was filters for the furnace.
Thanks to all those who showed up to set up tables and chairs in the Fellowship Hall for the
February Presbytery Meeting.
The ceiling tiles in the Fellowship Hall were checked and those which had fallen were
fastened back in place by QSI Interiors Ltd.
We are heavily involved in a big project to enhance the lighting in the Fellowship Hall. It has
taken almost two years to find a solution to our changing needs and to find an electrical
contractor who could do the work at a price that we could afford. There are still several
details that need to be worked out and a final price is still to be negotiated, but we are
hopeful that the work can be done soon. That still leaves three significant projects that
have to be undertaken to maintain the church building – namely windows, painting, and
flooring.

Property Committee
Members
Jim Smith, Chair
Bob Bjornsson
Mike Balshaw
John Hindle
Bob Bulow
Ron Kirby
Bert Dupasquier
George Mattus

We would like to take this opportunity to invite you to join the Property Committee as there
is always a lot to do and more hands would be very welcome. At this time we still need
someone to clear the sidewalks and entrances until the end of this winter.
Jim Smith, Chair

Fellowship Committee

T

he Fellowship Committee helped with
the Advent dinner held on December
3rd. The dinner was attended by
approximately 90 people.
We had a host/greeter Appreciation Brunch
after service on January 14th

15- 20 people. We have regulars that attend
but welcome new faces to join us as well.
We were asked to help prepare lunch for the
Annual meeting which was held after
worship on March 11th after service.
Debbie Smith

We continue to have the After Worship Pure
Potluck Lunch which is attended by between

Fellowship Committee
Members
Alice Strong-Penner
Andrea Hurst
Karen Lenaghan
Debbie Smith
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Christian Education & Communications
Notes from the
Gardening Group

W

hile there is not too
much gardening going
on under the snow, we
gardeners have met during the
winter and discussed
improvement possibilities.
Obtaining a shed for the
vegetable gardening equipment
with placement close to the
gardens was one idea as toting
the rain barrels up and down
the stairs to and from the crawl
space (dungeon) is quite a
challenge! We also would like
to explore the possibility of
using a pump and hose to move
water from the rain barrels to
the gardens as that would be
very helpful.
Anyone interested in joining the
group and anyone who has
construction and/or electrical
experience, and is available for
consultation, part-time
involvement, or membership
with the Gardening Small
Group, please contact me at
bevhindle@shaw.ca
Bev Hindle

There are so many activities happening in Children’s Church it
is hard to keep track of them all! Our Children’s Church kids
have been busy learning Bible stories along with crafts, games,
songs, snacks, and more fun! Our grade 4-6 class is taking
each week’s story and turning it into a short skit at the end of
the class for all the students to enjoy. It’s fun to see what this kids can put together in a
short period of time, and it really makes the story come to life!
Children’s Church is excited to be performing a special song for the congregation on
Mother’s Day, so they can share some of their fun with you.
* * * **
The Talking Teens group has been learning about stewardship
of the earth and how important it is for all of us to care for
creation. As part of our Give It Up For the Earth Lent campaign,
Talking Teens have created videos to share with the
congregation. They are also doing some hands on
activities - creating beeswax wrap to replace plastic wrap, and repurposing old crayons into
new gifts that will be shared with visitors at our Open House in April. This has been a
fantastic project for our teens and they are excited to be putting into action the things they
have learned.
Gifts of Imperfection - Book Study
The Gifts of Imperfection by Brene Brown, book study is ongoing but will finish on April 9th.
We have been going through the book’s 10 guideposts learning about cultivating courage,
compassion, and connection, and living with our whole hearts. Each week we have
meaningful discussions and then move on to a hands-on activity that helps us to dig deeper,
and gives us ideas to incorporate what we are learning into our daily lives. It is a gift to
spend this time with such a fantastic group of people and I thank everyone who attends.
Website
Have you had a chance lately to take a tour of our website www.ucim.org? If you have time,
please take a look. We would love to get your feedback. Please let us know if you see
anything that needs updating or is missing. The website’s home page features articles
about upcoming activities, and our calendar has a monthly view of the various activities that
are taking place here at UCiM. We truly are a 7 day a week church!
If you have submissions for the website, or communications, please send them to
ce@ucim.org.
Stacey Milne-Ciecko
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T

he Meadowood Seniors Club was started in 2015
by a group of men and women who like to gather
as a community to meet with other older adults. We
arrange activities to improve our community and we
enjoy each other’s company.
The Meadowood Seniors Club is encouraged and
supported by the United Church in Meadowood as UCiM
supplies our meeting space, however membership is
open to all (not exclusive to congregants of the church).
Currently we do not have a membership fee as our programs have been funded by grants
from the federal government’s New Horizon for Seniors Program (see sidebar).

Meadowood Seniors Club
Executive & Board Members
Jean Thorpe, Chair
Dorothy Stoodley, Vice Chair
Karen Irvine, Secretary
Don Thorpe, Treasurer
Jim Smith
Debbie Smith
Bev Hindle

Some improvements the Meadowood Seniors Club has provided for UCiM include two airconditioning units, new flooring in the MacAskill Room, tables and banquet style chairs,
storage cupboards, enhancements to the washrooms including new sinks, grab bars,
heater, paint and flooring; and a vacuum and carpet cleaner. We also assisted with the
purchase of a new water heater.
In order to have the Seniors Club’s records on computer, we purchased a computer
(located in the UCiM office - also used by UCiM volunteers). We also set up our own email
address: meadowoodseniorsclub@gmail.com. Recently we donated funds towards the
purchase of a laptop. This laptop will be used to facilitate programs (like the Facebook
learning session and Mature Drivers program), as well as other programs for the benefit of
older adults.
Some activities that the Seniors Club has organized so far this year:
Facebook learning session - January (at UCiM)
A tour of the Winnipeg Police Museum - February
Mature Drivers presentation - March (at UCiM).
We have been advised that our New Horizon for Seniors Program grant application for 2018
has been approved in the amount of $6,500. These funds will go towards installing
horseshoe pits at the church, purchasing card/board games, carpet bowling equipment,
bocce ball equipment, a flower arranging course, and additional advertising brochures.
Now that we have some funds to promote activities, we need helpers, doers, and
participants.
If you wish to be notified of upcoming Seniors Club events, have questions for the Seniors
Club executive, or if you want to become involved as a leader or helper, please contact us
at meadowoodseniorsclub@gmail.com.

Jean Thorpe, Chair

Mike Balshaw

*New Horizon for Seniors
Program
This program is designed to
help seniors make a difference
in the lives of others and in
their communities. Projects
must be lead or inspired by
seniors and address one or
more of the following program
objectives:
promote volunteerism
among seniors and other
generations;
engage seniors in the
community through the
mentoring of others;
expand awareness of elder
abuse, including financial
abuse;
support the social
participation and inclusion
of seniors; and
provide capital assistance
for new and existing
community projects and/or
programs for seniors.
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Men’s Group

T

he Men’s Group is a vital part of the United Church in Meadowood. All the men of
UCiM are invited to join us monthly for dinner and fellowship. We enjoy getting
together to talk and we enjoy each other’s friendship. As a group, we get together for a
variety of dinners -from pizza parties to chili cook-off’s to Peter’s pasta, as well as potluck
and many other dinners.
Men’s Group Executive
James Smith, Chair
John Hindle, Vice Chair
Don Thorpe, Secretary/Treasurer

We meet on the 4th Thursday of every month, save for July and August. We have a BBQ
wind-up each June in place of that month’s dinner. “Meet and greet” starts at 5:30 pm
followed by dinner at 6 pm. At 7 pm we have a short meeting and talk about how the Men’s
Group can help the church and the community around us. We wish to thank Doug Purdey
for his fine leadership over the past two years.

Algernon Karim, Council Rep
Ken Irvine,
Mother’s Day Tea Co-Chair

Over the past several years we have had a wide range of guest speakers informing us about
the Assiniboine Conservancy, prostate cancer, heart and stroke, and we had a special
presentation on Sir William Stephenson. We have also had personal stories shared with us
by John Hindle and Rev. Gordon Taylor.
Our most important event of the year is the annual Mother’s Day Tea led by Ken and Karen
Irvine. This is an important fundraiser for the Men’s Group and in turn, for special capital
projects at UCiM. The Mother’s Day Tea is held the Saturday preceding Mother’s Day – this
year it is Saturday May 12th. We encourage all men of UCiM to come and take part in a
wonderful day of working together for a common cause.
The Men’s Group also supports the UCW in functions such as the Great Parking Lot Trunk
Sale. We also assist the UCW at funerals by ushering, setting up tables and chairs, and
cleaning up. We support West Broadway Community Ministry (WBCM) through our Mitts
for Men project, to be led this year by John Hindle. Each year in November, we host a Hot
Chili Winter Lunch for those in the West Broadway area.
If you have never been to Men’s Group before, or if you haven’t been in awhile, we
welcome you with open arms! If you would like more details about Men’s Group, please
feel free to contact me at 204-793-9665 or by email at westiepower@me.com
Jim Smith, Chair

Spring is coming, don't give up!
We hope to take some books into Sunday School for the
children to take home soon.
We also have acquired a DVD The Other Side of History daily life in the ancient world. It will be available in the
library for a maximum borrowing period of two weeks . This
DVD may be of interest to those who have taken the
discipleship course, Genesis study, and the Book of Luke.
Please use your library it is there for you!

March 2018
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Outreach Committee
Ongoing Food Drive
Together with our Partners in
Mission, Upstream Cluster, the
Outreach Committee supports the
mission of WBCM in the deliverance
of their ministry in the diverse
downtown area of West Broadway.
A bin for emergency food donations
is located in the Narthex - donations
are delivered to WBCM on a regular
basis. Their emergency food bank requires smaller
containers as they need to be carried home. Items
that do not require other ingredients and those that do
not require a can opener are really appreciated. Other
needs are feminine hygiene products, toothbrushes
and toothpaste, soap, and shampoo to make up small
shower kits. Outreach, the Men’s Group and the UCW
together supported West Broadway’s Kitchen Manager
by covering the cost of one month’s wages.

10 Most Wanted Items
Canned tuna or salmon (in
water)
Canned chicken or turkey

Outreach Committee Members
Sandy Bodnaruk
Erin Crawford
Jean McIlrath

Canned fruit & vegetables
Canned stew, chilli, brown
beans
Peanut butter & jam
Pasta (family & individual
sizes)
Rice (brown, converted, or
parboiled)
Canned spaghetti sauce or
tomatoes
Canned soup (lentil, pea,
vegetable)
Kraft Dinner

Is a non-for-profit umbrella organization that fundraises for four
community outreach ministries of the United Church and partners.
1JustCity seeks to sustain, strengthen and catalyze social justice work in
Winnipeg.
Just a Warm Sleep is a 1JustCity initiative that provides a warm night’s
sleep for our city’s under-loved. Our January Small Change Sunday
provided $303.72 for this initiative. Some folks donated further - to the tune of $270.00.
Check out 1JustCity’s website www.1justcity.ca.

Grief Group
Healing grief’s wound takes
time, understanding, and
finding out you are not alone.
Have you:
Lost a loved one?
Found an ache that won’t
go away?
Felt life has lots its savour?
Been asked why you are
not “over it”?
If so, you may benefit from our
upcoming Grief Support Group.

Small Change Sunday
Small Change Sunday (the 4th Sunday, every other month) is an
opportunity to put something in the offering plate when many of
us use PAR. The congregation is invited to share their spare change
(separate from their regular offering) as a visual demonstration of offering.

Sorry shared is sorrow halved.
Call 204-256-7002
or visit ucim.org

In March money collected will go to Teen Stop Jeunesse (TSJ) - a United Way Agency in St.
Vital. TSJ provides a safe atmosphere for youth (ages 8 - 18) and invites them to hang out
and participate in various programs.
(Continued on page 8)
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Supporting Refugees in Winnipeg
We have a wonderful family! The Outreach Committee has enjoyed going on several
outings with our Syrian Family. We have gone to Fort Whyte; went skating at Greendell
Park Community Centre followed by a dinner at Jean McIlrath’s; and attended a Manitoba
Moose hockey game.

W

e had a busy fall and
winter and are looking
forward to the spring.
Thank you to all the women
who helped out at the various
church activities and in the
community-at-large. It's funny
how a lot of our service work
involves aspects of food baking, cooking, pinching and
serving.
Last fall, our United Church
Women focused their attention
on Teen Stop Jeunesse. We
donated time to make and
serve meals and at Christmas,
we gave over 150 gift bags to
the young people and their
families.
We are now preparing for our
spring events - again “food”
can be found in many of those
activities. We are providing
catering for the St. Vital Art
show; hosting two
scrapbooking and quilting
retreats; pinching perogys; and
making 3,000 fancy sandwiches
for the Mother's Day Tea.
Please join us the third Monday
of the month for our regular
meeting.
Karen Irvine, president

If you are interested in helping out and visiting the family with one of us, please let
someone from the Outreach Committee know.
Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build in St. Vital
UCiM’s representative is Doug Purdey. We invite you to support the following fundraisers:
An evening of music (and finger food). Friday, March 23 from 7-9 pm at St. Vital EMC
Church - 2005 St. Mary’s Rd.
Spaghetti Dinner - Friday, April 20 from 5-7 pm at St. Emile RC Church - 556 St. Anne’s
Rd. $10 for adults/$5 for children
Pancake Breakfast - a “shred and shed” day - Saturday, May 12 at Faith Lutheran
Church - 1311 Dakota St.
BBQ? - June - possibly at Sterling Mennonite.
Shades of Our Sisters films
Two stories of missing and murdered indigenous
women were told through the two films Sonya and
Patricia. These two films were shared with
approximately 25 people over soup and a bun
following the worship on January 28th. We were all
very moved by these powerful stories.

The Outreach Committee strives
to be a significant Christian
presence in the community.
We are always interested in
ideas from the congregation and
welcome your input!

Dakota District Event
This event will provide an opportunity for us to connect with our neighbors by visiting
different institutions in our community such as Collège Jeanne-Sauvé, the Louis Riel Library,
and the Dakota Field House. Get to know our neighbors April 25 – 27. Visit them all and
you may win a prize.
This is still in the planning stages and more should be known in the next couple of weeks.
More Ways We Are Supporting Social Justice in Our Community
Jubilee Fund - Outreach supports the Jubilee Fund which promotes ethical investing in
Manitoba.
L.I.T.E. - refers to Local Investment Toward Employment - assists inner city residents in
bridging the “readiness gap” so that they are prepared to enter the workforce.
Outreach has a L.I.T.E. membership and supports their work.
Outreach supported the right for reasonable housing by encouraging congregants to
write letters to their MLA and community leaders.
Provision of grocery/gas gift cards is ongoing to members of the community.
Cathy Jones, Past Chair
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Membership Committee

O

n February 25th Marjorie Connor & Stella Krantz
became members of the United Church in
Meadowood by transfer of membership. Please take the
time to meet these two new members and make them
feel welcome at UCiM.
The next reception of new members will take place on Sunday May 6th. If you wish
to become a new member by Transfer of Membership or by Profession of Faith,
please contact Sandy at the church office for more information.

Membership Committee Members
Gail Will
Marnie Stimpson
Louise Faurschou

If you have an email address, we encourage you to provide it to the church office
and give the office permission to send via email our weekly Quick Notes and the
Meadowood Monitor. Quick Notes provides brief information regarding upcoming
church and community events while our church newsletter, the Meadowood
Monitor is published on a quarterly basis.

Grace Lintick
Linda Huska

You may have noticed individuals wearing name tags. If you wish to order a name
tag for you or your family, please contact the church office or Gail Will. There is a
$10.00 charge per name tag.
Linda Huska

Finance Committee Report
Financial Results for 2017
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2017, UCiM showed an operating surplus of
$50,303.00. General offerings were up considerably over 2016, however, this was primarily
due to a special one-time donation of $20,000.00. Fundraising of $21,884.00 and continued
expense control (including reduced salary costs) assisted greatly in achieving a positive
bottom line.
Fundraising
A series of fundraising events have been planned for 2018:
Quilting/Cropping Retreats – February, March & November
Mother’s Day Tea (hosted by the Men’s Group) - May
Plant Sale - May
Parking Lot Trunk/Boot Sale - June
Perogy fundraisers – April & October
Fall Supper* – October
If you would like to organize or assist with any of the above events, or if you have any other
suggestions, please let Karen Irvine or myself know.
Don Thorpe, Chair

*Fall Supper
In so far as the Fall Supper
is concerned, our four
faithful coordinators for
the past 4 years have
resigned, determining that
it was time for someone or
another small group to
take up the task of
convening this event.
So, if you would like to help
out to ensure we can carry
on with an Annual Fall
Supper, please let us know
- we do not want to see
this event fall by the
wayside.
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MARCH
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Inside Story Headline

10:30 am Worship
Baptism

7 pm UCW
7 pm Book Study

7pm Council

Talking Teens

This story can fit 75-125
words.

11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch
25

26

10:30 am Worship
Choir Cantata
Small Change Sunday
11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch

10:45 am River Park
Garden Worship
7 pm Diner’s Club
8 pm Choir practice

1 pm Quilting
7 pm St. Vital
2 pm Bible Study
Interfaith Celebration
5:30 pm Men’s
Group
message you’re
trying to
6 pm Easter
shapes and symbols.
Celebration
convey. Avoid
selecting im-

Once you have chosen an
ages that appear to be out
Selecting pictures or graphics of context.
image, place it close to the
29
30 article. Be sure31to place the
is an27important part of28adding content to your newsletMicrosoft Publisher includes
caption of the image near
8 pm Choir practice
pmclipQuilting
10:30the
am Worship
thousands1of
art images
ter. 12 noon Senior’s
image.
Lunch
from which you can choose Service
7 pm Maundy
Think about your article and
and import
into your newslet2 pm Handiworks
Thursday Service
ask yourself if the picture
ter. There are also several
supports
or enhances the
tools you can use to draw
7 pm Worship
Meeting
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APRIL
Sun
1
Easter Sunday
10:30 am Worship

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

3

4

5

7 pm Book Study

7 pm All Committees
Night

8 pm Choir practice

1 pm Quilting Group

9

10

11

12

2 pm Handiworks
Group

8 pm Choir practice

1 pm Quilting Group

Communion

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

Cradle Roll
11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch
8
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

10:30 am Worship

7 pm UCW

7 pm Council
meeting

10:45 am River Park
Gardens Worship
2:15 pm Vista Park
Lodge Worship
7 pm Diner’s Club
8 pm Choir Practice

1 pm Quilting Group

4 pm St. Vital Art
Show

10 am St. Vital Art
Show

24

25

26

2 pm Handiworks
Group

8 pm Choir

1 pm Quilting

11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch

22

23

10:30 am Worship
11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch

29
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am After worship
potluck lunch

6:30 pm Habitat for
Humanity Spaghetti
Dinner

5:30 pm Men’s
Group

30

27

28

We are a congregation that endeavours
to be inclusive and hospitable.
We welcome you and hope to share a
bit of our ministry with you.
1111 Dakota Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2N 3T7
Phone 204.256.7002
Fax 204.256.6078
Email ucm@ucim.org
Web www.ucim.org

Vacation Bible Camp - August 2018

W

e are working hard to get ready for Rolling River Rampage, this year’s
Vacation Bible Camp.

We are excited to announce that this year we will be expanding from a half day
camp to a full day camp. Camp will be held for one wee in August - dates to be
announced.
If you would like more details, or if you would like to be contacted when
registration opens, please email Stacey at ce@ucim.org
Stacey Milne-Ciecko
MINISTRY
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