
THE BIBLICAL FAITH SPIRAL by Dr. Gordon Taylor 
 
The Biblical story is long and, to many of us, confusing.  The Biblical Spiral of Faith History which I 
described in my doctoral thesis suggests a recurring pattern that helps me simplify the story and locate 
the theme and meaning of these many centuries of experience. It also helps us to locate our own 
experience within that pattern. 
 

I suggest that the Biblical story travels in ever widening circles around four polar experiences … namely  
1. Beginnings  
2. Brokenness 
3. Divine Intervention, and  
4. Pilgrimage 

 

Example from Tanakh: 
1. The creation narrative is about the beginning of the universe, with the claim that it is God who 

creates and owns.   
2. After an initial period of happy relationship, there is a failure in the system and the relationship 

is broken (the humans eat the forbidden fruit and are expelled from blissful Eden).  There is an 
unsuccessful time of struggle, in which the participants try on their own to manage the broken 
system (Cain kills Abel, Lamech is 7x more violent, the Divine beings consort with Daughters of 
Men, The tower of Babel tries to reach heaven without God’s help).   

3. Attempts to go it alone fail until God, in love, intervenes (in the first instance making covenant 
with Abram and Sarai).   

4. With the relationship restored (at least for a time), the human beneficiaries of God’s grace, 
journey on (toward the promised land of Canaan), learning what it is to live in this relationship. 

 

As shown by the attached image, the cycle repeats continuously, through the widening perspective of 
history and geography.  The same patterns relate to the development of the holy family, holy tribe, holy 
nation, different forms of government… etc. 
 

Example from the New Testament: 
1.  Jesus is born to a blessed family, and is blessed by the elders (Simeon and Anna) 
2. The relationship quickly breaks down, with Herod chasing the family, or with the religious 

leaders disputing with Jesus; Jesus spends his life confronting the broken systems; and is 
eventually killed; 

3. God intervenes to raise Jesus from death, and provides appearances of resurrection into 
“Kin_dom of God”  

4. The disciples are renewed in their following, and then begin to explore what life with the Spirit 
of God is like and to live out life as “church.” 
 

Again, as the attached image shows, the same pattern repeats throughout the life of the book of Acts, 
and the Letters of Paul, and the history of the Church.  New forms of faithful living arise, break down, 
experience an intervention of insight and faithfulness from God, followed by new experiments in faithful 
form and following. 
 

Example from our own lives: 
1. We too are born into a childhood that, however long or brief, is a time of perceived perfection 
2. We too discover that life isn’t fair, that promises and precious things are broken, that illness 

comes, that people fail in their best efforts, that pets and humans die. 
3. After a time of depression or grief or loss, somehow, the Divine One enters our life to bring new 

life that is not destroyed but somehow enriched despite our experiences of brokenness. 
4. We do not arrive, but rather continue to grow, learning how to live better, with the newfound 

faith insights. 
 
 
 



 


