
22 Different Ways to Study Your Bible 
 

 METHODS BENEFITS LIMITS 
 SOLO STUDY TECHNIQUES (can also be done with others): 

1.  FRONT TO BACK  
-  Genesis to Revelation 

Become familiar with the Bible as it is; 
able to find passages. 

Confusing, as the books are not placed in 
chronological order. 

2.  THROW DARTS  
- randomly open the book and read 
what is there 

Texts may surprise with wisdom or 
relevance due to what we bring to the 
reading.  

We miss what is going on, lose context 
and intent of passage. 

3.  MEMORIZE A VERSE 
- Write it out, repeat it out loud, 
flash cards, … what works for you 

Gives a portable scripture upon which 
to meditate anywhere; reader can 
(mentally) frequently return to 
meaningful passages. 

Learn snippets not whole - tends to 
proof-texting (a verse out of context 
justifying whatever we want) 
Interpretation may reflect dogma, not 
own thought, or best scholarship.  

4.  PARAPHRASE THE PASSAGE 
- Try to put the same passage into 
your own words without adding or 
subtracting any meaning. 

Engages reader to re-write passage 
and locate players, background, 
movement, etc., one needs to read 
repeatedly and carefully. 

Without others to review our work we 
may shape the paraphrase to confirm 
views we already hold; and don’t let 
bible change us. 

5.  USE ART (draw, sculpt, dance…) 
 Sketch passage on paper  

As with paraphrase; also gains to 
sense of perspective. 

Emphasis is mechanical, may not be as 
personal, spiritual. 

6.  REACH FOR THE EMOTION 
Identify the feelings expressed in the 
passage to sense the purpose 

Helps to personalize the passage for 
the reader; identify the conflict or 
what help is embedded there. 

Does not assist with some forms of 
Biblical literature. 

7.  READ MULTIPLE TRANSLATIONS  
of the same passage – KJV, NIV, 
NRSV… 

Translations come from the early 
scrolls – different Bible translations 
(a.k.a. Versions) reveal nuances.  

Paraphrases put translations into 
modern words – a 2nd layer of 
interpretation – reflects author’s views. 

8.  READ THE NOTES, CROSS REF’S  
attached to each book, passage; look 
up other verses quoted in text  

See how original passage is used, 
changed, in later quote.  Sense the 
continuity of the divine purpose. 

Depending on Bible there will be more or 
fewer notes attached.   Can be 
confusing. 

9.  READ GOSPEL PARALLELS  
- compare Mk, Mt, Lk side by side 

Each Gospel adds, changes or omits 
bits; sense purpose, context of writer. 

May cause some anxiety to realize 
differences exist among the gospels. 

10.  READ WITH A COMMENTARY 
- Every passage of Bible has been 
explored and explained by scholars 

An expert can point out mysteries we 
did not even realize were at play, and 
explain complicated material easily. 

Experts sometimes write in other 
languages, or technical terms, assuming 
the reader is already familiar with these. 

11.  GOOGLE IT 
Ask your question about any passage 
and the WWW will give you answers  

Gradually find resources you can 
bookmark, and to which you may 
return, at a level that makes sense. 

Author of passages on internet may be 
making stuff up completely, or have 
particular biases. 

12.  WORD STUDY 
Search Google, or in Bible software 
(e.g. BibleGateway) for passages that 
use one word, compare/contrast  

Get a sense of relative importance of 
some words in scripture – e.g. bread, 
love, land, blessing, (Original Sin & 
Trinity do NOT appear in Bible). 

May overemphasize the importance or 
relevance of that word in a passage. 

13.  CREATE AN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
 Skim book quickly, jot down your 
sense of the structure  

Details of the book of the Bible stick 
more clearly when there is a structure 
available to hang them on. 

It is sometimes easy to get lost in details 
and not be clear about the structure. 

14.  BIBLE STUDY PAMPHLETS 
Commercially available, brief, 
simplified explanations  

Simple, short, often fill in the blank … 
provides preliminary understanding 
to passages. 

Can sometimes be too simple or reflect 
denominational agenda. 

15.  (John) WESLEYAN QUADRILATERAL 
- 4 elements of meaning interact: 
other scriptures (1 passage key to 
another); tradition (use in the 
church); reason (what makes sense); 
spirit (God’s whisper in your heart);   

Extreme interpretations are 
challenged; odd passages and 
denomination bias, and scientific 
discovery, and personal mood, 
interact and brought to coherence –
overarching themes of Bible prevail. 

Is a demanding process to apply four 
criteria to each passage … the less one 
knows, the less one realizes what they 
don’t know. 

16.  ASK ABOUT IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES 
- ask ? like: “what does Bible says 
about: money?”, “sex?”, “power?” 
then search. 

Helps show the emphases and biases 
of the scriptures, for good or ill. 

Passage emphasis may be independent 
of the ideological issue; ideology may 
overpower biblical benefit. 



 WITH OTHERS: 
17.  LECTIO DIVINA 

- Read passage slowly.  Listen for a 
word that speaks to you. Repeat. 
Repeat 3rd time, listen for phrase 
that rings true –note why 
meaningful in one sentence. 

We listen to the passage itself, and 
listen more deeply, and find a 
personal meaning from the reading. 

Best done in a group, to hear other’s 
observations;  alone we may not grow 
very much;  May tend to focus on what 
we already know, not read new material. 

18.  RABBINIC ARGUMENT 
- in pairs debate the meaning of the 
text for the sake of heaven (not 
victory)  

Two heads are better than one …  
each will find different meanings and 
challenge weak interpretations. 

A stronger debater may overpower the 
newer student and stifle reflection. 

19.  DRAMATIZE  PASSAGE 
different voices read aloud; or act 
out text in full drama 

As with paraphrase;  see movements 
and relationships and emotions more 
clearly. 

Needs a group; can become more 
focused on acting than biblical passage. 

20.  COMMUNITAS DE BAS 
- a Latin American method… villages 
without a priest met in groups to 
discuss what the passage meant in 
their context 

Brings modern life to Bible – very 
relevant to students; group method 
provides corrective to odd 
applications of the Bible. 

Process brings current events to the 
interpretation, and is less connected to 
historical context and purpose.  Group 
think can suppress insight. 

21.  READ WITH LECTIONARY GROUP 
- the Church’s calendar of 4 texts 
(OT, PS, GOSPEL, EPISTLE) per 
Sunday to present virtually all of 
Bible in 3 years  

Scholars link meaning of various 
readings and place them together.  
Enables reader senses connection of 
Tanakh and NT. 

Some passages of Bible are NEVER read; 
common theme of 4 lections can hide 
meaning or context of each individual 
passage.  Also tends to jump from place 
to place, so miss the big picture, 
chronology. 

22.  DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 
- 32 week group process to read 
virtually the whole Bible, with 
scholar videos, group process, daily 
readings and prayer. 

Student experiences essential 
elements of Christian lifestyle 
(worship, learning, service, sharing, 
community), wholistic approach, with 
excellent curriculum. 

Demands are intensive – 30 minutes of 
daily reading, note taking, weekly 
meetings (2.5 hours) for discussion; 
stronger voices can overpower the 
quieter. 

 


