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Summary 

During the Covid-19 Pandemic a Policy and set of Procedures is needed to guide the safe conduct of the 

life and work of UCiM. As Health guidelines fluctuate over time with changes in infection rates, and 

experience brings best practices to light, we are moving from an idea of a “re-opening plan” to a more 

comprehensive plan to serve UCiM as levels of safety ebb and flow. 

A system of 4 Pandemic Response Levels will guide the life of the congregation.  They are described here 

briefly and detailed below.  At every Level, Safety and Health Precautions must be strictly adhered to. 

Level 1:  During periods of most severe lock down. Interaction between people and use of the building is 

only for essential tasks. 

Level 2:  During periods when higher degrees of caution are advised.  Staff and volunteers are in the 

office and some activities in the building are allowed.  Some outdoor activities can be held.  Worship is 

on-line. 

Level 3:  During periods when greater public interaction is allowed.  In person worship can take place in 

the building. 

Level 4: When the pandemic is declared over and pre-pandemic standards are re-enacted. 

The directives of the Province of Manitoba are foundational for The Plan and changes will be made as 

needed to comply to new rules.  The UCiM Board is responsible for determining and implementing the 

UCiM Pandemic Level and for assuring communication and adjustment to Policies and Procedures as 

required. 

 

 

 

 

 

The UCiM Board is open to hearing from members at anytime with questions, comments or ideas 

and can be contacted through ucm@ucim.org or 204-256-7002. 
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Introduction  
 

WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER!  

We are not alone.  God is with us.  Thanks be to God.1  Regardless of the Pandemic Response Level the 

church will never be “closed”.  As the body of Christ, the church is a thriving community of faith which is 

not limited to the building. Sunday Services, offering education and care to one another and outreach 

into the community, have been, and will continue to be, the glue for our congregation regardless of the 

medium we use.  UCiM is blessed with many creative and dedicated people who are willing to work 

together to share their talents in the service of God in our community.   

Soon after the Pandemic began in Manitoba in March 2020 the Board established The Reopening 

Planning Working Group to develop plans to guide the congregation in moving out of the initial severe 

lock down. This Task Group works diligently in a changing context to create policies, protocols and 

procedures needed to keep the staff and congregants safe.  Their work has been, and will continue to 

be, informed by the guidelines put in place by the Public Health Department of the Province of 

Manitoba, information from the national and regional levels of the United Church of Canada and our 

own lived experience.   

The Board approved an initial “reopening” plan, effective July 24, 2020, to enable the resumption of the 

church office and some activity in the building.  Thanks to the research and input of the Task Group this 

initial experience of reopening has gone well.  The Board mandated the Task Group to do further work 

to guide the re-establishment of face to face worship, children’s church and larger gatherings.  However, 

by late August, the idea of a single reopening plan shifted with our understanding that the Pandemic is 

going to affect us in waves.  

The UCiM Board has moved forward with this Plan which includes guidelines for every stage of 

pandemic severity incorporated into four Levels, which are described in detail below. The approach here 

is to establish guiding policy statements and general procedures and protocols so that staff and 

volunteers can work out operational details as we learn and adjust to our situation.  In turn, as our 

operations reveal gaps, the Board will respond by adjusting policies and guidelines. 

The Province has requested that faith communities minimize the time that individuals are together.  

Through all the Levels of The Plan, we want to opt for the safest means possible to effectively worship 

and meet and to utilize the highest levels of safety when physically together.  

As we introduce some new practices and adjust other ones, we are all going to be experiencing change.  

Change is often difficult and involves loss and grief even as it brings excitement and opportunity. Our 

focus must be on what is best for the common good and the greater community, and we must lovingly 

support each other in learning safe ways to be together.  

                                                           
1 United Church of Canada Creed 
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Success of this Plan depends upon the hard work and diligence of our staff, team members, and most 

importantly the congregation and our collective commitment to follow these simple rules: 

If you are feeling unwell, get tested and STAY HOME.  If you are diagnosed with Covid-19 

STRICTLY following the guidelines for quarantining.   

Rigorously follow proper hand hygiene and frequently wash your hands.  Wear a mask/face 

covering. 

Practice social distancing, staying at least 2 metres apart. 

If you are in a vulnerable category, limit your exposure to potentially unsafe events and large 

groups. 

Words of Thanks 

The UCiM Board wishes to thank all those who contributed to the creation of this document including 

members of the congregation, teams and committees, staff and the Board members. Their wisdom, 

insight, and attention to detail have been invaluable. 
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Decision Making 
 

The UCiM Board is responsible for all decisions dealing with the pandemic response and will declare 

which Pandemic Policy and Plan Level is in place for UCiM. Any substantive adjustments or changes to 

The Plan, either in response to changes in government guidelines, directives from The United Church of 

Canada or from direct experience must be done with the Board’s knowledge and approval. The Board 

may delegate authority to individuals (volunteers or staff) or committees to implement and interpret 

the Plan as required and will determine if a Congregational Meeting is required for input, decision 

making or communication.   

The Reopening Planning Working Group is a task group of the UCiM Board and reports findings and 

recommendations to the Board for decision making. The Reopening Planning Working Group will remain 

in place until the Provincial Health Department declares the pandemic over. Its membership may need 

to change from time to time, subject to volunteer’s time commitments.   

UCiM will comply with all directives of the Public Health Department of the Province of Manitoba 

regarding pandemic response and prioritize the information they provide to optimize safe operating 

procedures. 

Responsibility: Board, Reopening Planning Working Group 

Communication 
 

Strong lines of communication will ensure information is current and accurate and reduce 

misinformation and confusion.  The Board will communicate with the congregation, staff and tenants 

regarding the implementation of The Plan in a timely and thorough manner, primarily through electronic 

means, including Mail Chimp (Quick Notes) and the website.  Printed copies of policies and guidelines 

will be available in the office. 

Comments, questions or ideas are encouraged and can be directed to the Board through the UCiM 

office. 

Responsibility: Communications Lead, Board, Congregation 
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Levels of Pandemic Response 
 

By action of the Board, UCiM will be in one of the 4 Pandemic Response Levels described below.  In all 

these levels, the Procedures (also detailed below) apply and guide the implementation of the Level. 

Level 1   

In Level 12 the building is closed to the congregation, tenants and the public. Building access is restricted 

to staff and volunteers carrying out essential work only, which includes recording worship, donation and 

financial management, matters requiring office files and equipment, cleaning and essential 

maintenance.  Permission to access the building will be coordinated through the Office Administrator to 

assure users do not overlap.  All standards of social distancing and hygiene will be followed, and users 

will wear masks/face coverings while inside, except for worship leaders as they are being recorded.  

Users will disinfect all surfaces they have touched. 

The online worship recording team is kept to the minimum number necessary and will be no more than 

10 or smaller based on Public Health guidelines for numbers permitted for inside groups.  

The work of the church continues with staff working primarily from home.  Worship, governance 

meetings, Christian education and other ministry activities are conducted on line, by email or by phone.  

Some physically distanced outdoor meetings may take place, such as pastoral visits, in compliance with 

Public Health guidelines.  

Level 2  

In Level 23 the building is open for more access and some in person activities are resumed in a safe and 

graduated manner.  This Level is the most fluid as the severity of the pandemic may be in a transitional 

stage, so interpretation of the guidelines is required and attention to decision making responsibility is 

important.  

The Office Administrator works from the building, as may other staff.  Access to the building, by 

individuals or groups, is by appointment only.  Everyone entering the building is required to wear a 

mask/face covering, in common spaces and when not able to be socially distanced. Groups decide if 

they want to use it when they are socially distanced.  Staff wear masks/face coverings in common 

spaces and when safe social distancing is not possible. 

Worship and Christian Education are only on-line or in outdoor settings. UCiM committees, small 

groups, worship teams and Christian education leaders can resume meeting in person although 

encouraged to consider alternatives when possible.  Funerals may be conducted at a Funeral Home or at 

                                                           
2 Level 1 was in place March 16 to July 23, 2020 
3 Level 2 was in place July 24, 2020 to September 15, 2020 
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the gravesite.  Other liturgical rites normally requiring touching are discouraged. Volunteers may do 

administrative and financial tasks in the building.  Some outside renters may be allowed to use the 

building depending on the nature of their activity. Using an approved set of criteria based on the most 

current Public Health rules, the Office Administrator determines which groups may use the building.  If 

necessary, the Office Administrator consults with the Board chair or designate to assist in making 

decisions. 

Level 34 

In Level 3 the building is opened for a wider range of use, including in person worship and larger groups.  

Access to the building, by individuals or groups, requires an appointment.  Entry into the building 

requires a mask/face covering which must be worn in shared spaces and whenever social distancing is 

not possible.   

Worship services, including baptism and confirmation, and, funerals and weddings may be held in the 

building.  Children’s education programming may resume indoors.   

Larger user groups (UCiM and outside groups) are permitted and the kitchen may be used.  The Office 

Administrator determines which groups may use the building using an approved set of criteria based on 

the most current Public Health rules. If necessary, the Office Administrator consults with the Board chair 

or designate to assist in making decisions. Food service is allowed under the responsibility of UCiM’s 

United Church Women (UCW). 

Level 4: return to pre-pandemic policies and procedures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Level 3 will be initiated September 16, 2020 
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Procedures 
 

We are all responsible for the success of this plan! The Board will have general oversight, but specific 

responsibilities for implementation are indicated below.  

In applying all the following procedures we need to remember that the pandemic is creating higher than 

usual levels of anxiety, worry and stress for many people.  In this heightened emotional state people 

may react strongly when asked to comply with the new rules.  Everyone is encouraged to approach 

these situations in a non-aggressive manner that de-escalates the situation.  Empathy and curiosity are 

helpful tools to use in dealing with people.  At no time should staff or volunteers put themselves in a 

situation of danger to force compliance with procedures. 

Safety and Health Precautions    
 

1.1 Self monitoring :  

Everyone has the responsibility to protect themselves and others by monitoring their health. 

Stay home if you are feeling unwell and get tested and remain in strict quarantine until you are certain 

you have recovered. 

The recommendation of Public Health is that people 60 years old and over as well as those at risk to 

severe infection should consider worshipping virtually, however, congregants are free to determine 

whether or not they choose to attend in-person. 

 

1.2 Communication  

All Levels: Clear and frequent communication is important for the congregation, staff, tenants, and all 

those entering the building. Information will be communicated in a wide variety of ways, including Quick 

Notes and the website.  Videos and other digital tools will be utilized to share information and educate 

people. 

Posted signs, placed appropriately throughout the building, will assist with self-screening, physical 

distancing while walking, standing, or sitting, personal health protection and cleaning procedures and 

responsibilities. Floor markers will direct and guide people to ensure safe movement. 

Thorough and updated documentation will be provided for all building users. 

Decisions made by the Board, including a change in Level will be communicated as quickly and widely as 

possible. 

Responsibility: Communications Lead, Office Administrator 
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1.3  Entering the Building  

Levels 2 and 3: Everyone will make an appointment or pre-register through the Office Administrator 

before entering the building or attending an outdoor gathering, for any purpose, including worship and 

meetings.  Every effort will be made to accommodate individuals arriving without an appointment, 

whenever possible, but occupancy limits and the capacity of staff and volunteers to keep people safe 

must be respected.  

Entry and exit to the church will be restricted to the front doors and they may be locked to control 

access. Collecting and retaining contact information on everyone entering the building is essential in the 

event there is a case of Covid-19 related to the church. Upon entry visitors must review a series of 

questions to access their level of safety (such as, “Have you been in contact with someone who Covid-19 

in the last 14 days?”) and sign-in (or be signed in) with their current contact information.  By signing in, 

they acknowledge they meet the criteria.  Those not meeting the criteria will not be allowed into the 

building. Sign-in sheets will be kept by the Office Administrator for 21 days in case contact tracing is 

needed.  

Group leaders/tenants will contact the office on behalf of their group and receive a room assignment 

and the occupancy limit for this space and will ensure members comply with sign-in requirements.  

Responsibility of Office Administrator  

1.4  Use of Space  

Level 2 -3 Upon entering the building, participants in worship and other activities go directly to their 

assigned space to ensure occupancy numbers and distancing and to minimize cleaning.  

Responsibility of Worship Team and Meeting Leaders  

1.5  Physical distancing  

All Levels: Two-meter physical spacing between people not in a family unit or bubble, must be 

maintained by everyone using the building (staff, volunteers, worship, group use) including when 

entering and exiting the building and in all activities or social interactions during, before or after 

gathering with others.  

Responsibility of All  

1.6  Masks/face coverings 

All Levels: Masks/face coverings will be worn by anyone entering the building, while in common spaces 

and when not able to be socially distance.  UCiM is respectful of those who are unable to wear a 

mask/face covering due to medical reasons. Others must be respectful of this decision. Exceptions will 

be made for those speaking during worship.  Children who may choose to wear a mask/face covering 

but are not required to do so.   
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Masks will be provided if people do not have one. Distribution of masks is the responsibility of the staff, 

group leaders or worship hosts as appropriate. Groups decide if they want to use it when they are 

socially distanced.  Staff wear masks/face coverings in common spaces and when safe social distancing is 

not possible. 

Responsibility of All 

1.7  Hand sanitizing  

All Levels: Hand sanitizing upon entering the building is mandatory. Hand sanitizing stations will be 

located at the entrance and at other strategic locations, such as office and Children’s Church rooms. 

Frequent use of hand sanitizer, along with frequent hand washing is expected.   

Responsibility of Office Administrator, Group Leaders, Worship Hosts 

1.8  Washrooms  

All Levels: Only one person at a time may use the washroom regardless of the number of stalls. (With 

the exception of children or others requiring assistance.) Lines are taped on the floor outside of each 

washroom for line-ups. Signage inside each washroom indicates handwashing procedures.  Washrooms 

will be thoroughly and frequently cleaned.  

Responsibility of Property Committee, Contracted Cleaners and Office Administrator  

1.9  Coat Racks  

The coat racks will be removed or covered to be inaccessible. All building users, including those in 

worship, Children’s Church and Talking Teens will take all belongings, including coats and boots, with 

them to their seats.  

Responsibility: Board 

1.9  Ventilation 

Levels 2 and 3:  Windows are open to increase ventilation whenever possible.  The air handling 

system/air conditioning is in good running order. 

Responsibility of Property Committee, Users 

1.10  Cleaning  

Level 1: Those using the building will sanitize surfaces they have touched.  Other cleaning is suspended, 

unless special circumstances warrant. 

Levels 2 and 3  All building users will only use spaces assigned to them to reduce areas which need 

cleaning. High contact surfaces (doors, washrooms) will be cleaned each day people are in the building, 

including for worship and children’s church.  Group leaders or individuals are responsible for sanitizing 
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their assigned space after use. A checklist of surfaces to be sanitized, gloves, cloths, and the sanitizing 

solution is provided.  Regular, thorough cleaning is the responsibility of contracted cleaners.  

Responsibility of Property Committee and Office Administrator  

Minimizing Time Together 

Whenever possible staff and groups/committees should consider ways to work and meet which 

minimize indoor time together, such as on line (Zoom), by phone or outdoors.  

Responsibility of all 

Safety Education 

Education on safety and procedures is important and requires a dynamic process to keep information up 

to date as there are changes.  Tools like videos, rehearsals, printed materials will be sourced and 

created.  

Building users, staff and congregants will be reminded that if they develop symptoms, they should 

contact public health authorities and seek testing as directed. 

Responsibility of staff 

Covid-19 at UCiM 

If public health officials notify UCiM of a positive case of Covid-19 the Chair of the Board and the 

Minister will be notified immediately and a Board meeting will be called immediately to determine 

necessary action.   

Responsibility staff and Board 

Individual Use, Small Groups and Gatherings  

 

Level 1:  No outside groups or UCiM Committees use the building. 

Levels 2 and 3: Individuals, UCiM groups/committees and renters must book space in advance through 

the Office. The Office Administrator assigns the room(s) on the basis of availability, current occupancy 

limits and social distancing guidelines. Groups are provided the User Group Agreement outlining their 

responsibilities and they agree to follow instructions.  

Using a set of criteria based on the most current Public Health rules, including for food service, the 

Office Administrator determines which groups may use the building. Food service is only allowed under 

the responsibility of UCiM’s United Church Women (UCW).  If necessary, the Office Administrator 

consults with the Board chair or designate to assist in making decisions. 
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Group leaders are responsible to ensure compliance with the safety rules in place, including everyone 

signing in, proper hygiene, keeping two metre distancing, using only the space assigned and appropriate 

sanitizing before leaving. A checklist and cleaning supplies are provided.  

Responsibility of Office Administrator and Small Group Leaders  

Worship  

 

3.1 Online Worship  

All Levels: Online worship is created to provide ministry to those not worshipping face to face. 

Responsibility of Minister, Worship Team and Worship Committee 

3.2  Pre-registration 

Level 3:  Everyone is required to pre-register for face to face worship and Children’s Church through the 

process administered by the Office Administrator.  People must provide current contact information 

which will be provided to Public Health if requested.  Those registering are provided with information on 

worship protocols which are also on the UCiM website and communicated in Quick Notes.  Worshippers 

are expected to bring and wear masks/face coverings.  If interest in attending worship or Church School 

exceeds capacity limits a system for enabling fair access will be used.  

The Office Administrator prepares and provides the registration list for the Worship Host and 

attendance will be confirmed on Sunday morning. These lists must be kept for 21 days to enable contact 

tracing.     

If unregistered people arrive and the registration list is full, they are encouraged to view the service 

online and register in advance for the next week.  If there is still room, they are added to the list with 

current contact information and undergo the standard processes for admission. 

   Responsibility of Office Administrator, Worship Committee, Worship Hosts 

3.3 Entering for Worship 

Level 3:  Entry to the building will be controlled by the Worship Hosts to ensure a safe distance between 

households.  Hosts will guide households through the sign-in and arrival processes (checking pre-

registration, review safety questionnaire, hand sanitizing).  Masks are made available for those who do 

not have one.  Hearing devices will be given to preregistered participants who requested them.  Worship 

hosts will direct people to their seats or to church school, reminding people to use social distancing.  

People take coats to their seats.  No lingering or socializing is allowed in the narthex or sanctuary. 

Responsibility of Hosts, Board, Reopening Planning Working Group  
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3.4  Exiting  

Level 3: Congregants will be instructed to exit the church in an orderly fashion at the direction of the 

Worship Host. The parents/guardians of children in Children’s Church will be guided to the area to get 

their children prior to leaving the building.  Visiting outside is permitted, well away from the doors, 

while keeping masks/face coverings on and keeping two-metre distance.   

Responsibility of Hosts 

3.5  Seating  

Level 3:  Various templates of seating arrangements in the sanctuary will be used to accommodate 

various sized groups while maintaining two metres between households.  

Responsibility of Office Administrator, Property Committee  

3.6  Food and Drink  

Level 3: There will be no food or beverage served before or after worship and no access to the kitchen 

facilities. 

Responsibility of Worship Team and Worship Hosts 

3.7  Worship Leaders  

All Levels: Worship leaders will have a plan in place for each worship to ensure all those participating in 

leadership (speaking/music) maintain a safe distance, have separate/sanitized microphones and avoid 

touching the same surfaces. 

Responsibility of Minister and Music Team 

3.8  Music 

All Levels: Piano, stringed and percussive instruments are allowed, but not woodwind or brass. There wis 

no congregational or choral singing in the sanctuary.  Leadership for hymns and other special music in 

face to face worship may to provided using all safety precautions regarding distance and equipment. 

3.9  Movement During Worship 

Level 3: During worship, congregants are expected to stay at their seats.  Components of worship 

traditionally involving movement, such as passing of the peace, communion and community prayers, are 

reimagined.  Items needed for worship, such as bulletins, are placed on the seats prior to worship. 

Responsibility of Minister, Office Administrator 
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3.10  Hearing Assist Devices  

Level 3: Hearing devices are available in the narthex for those who request them at pre-registration and 

returned at the end of the service for sanitization.  

Responsibility of Worship Hosts  

3.11  Offering  

Levels 1 and 2: Offering is made by electronic means (PAR, online) or by cheque through the office. 

Level 3: In addition to electronic offering, congregants may making donations in the offering plate as 

they enter the sanctuary. 

Responsibility of the Finance Committee, Office Administrator and Minister  

3.12  Communion  

Level 1 and 2: Communion is conducted on line and participants use elements they provide for 

themselves. 

Level 3:  Communion elements for face to face worship participants are packaged in individual servings 

in advance and distributed in a safe manner (either upon entry or placed on the chairs in advance).  

Participants remove their masks/face coverings and use hand sanitization to consume the elements and 

take all packaging with them when they leave.  Instructions on safely removing and replacing a 

mask/face covering occurs at all communion services. On-line participants use elements they provide for 

themselves. 

 

3.13  Baptism  

Baptism occurs in the context of community worship, except in very rare situations. 

Levels 1 and 2:  Baptisms are postponed until Level 3, unless pastoral circumstances warrant an 

exception, as determined by the minister.  At least one member of the congregation is present in these 

situations.  

Level 3:  All those involved in the baptism wear masks/face coverings (except for small children).  If the 

baptismal candidate is a child, the parents come forward with the child, and if the child is small, hold the 

child while the minister does the baptism. All others will remain in their seats. The minister baptizes in a 

safe manner (for example, using a shell to apply water). 

Certificates are provided to the family in a safe manner and any symbolic gifts are presented by the 

minister. 

Responsibility Worship Committee, Minister 
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3.14  New Members and Confirmation 

Reception of new members and confirmation occurs in the context of community worship, except in 

very rare situations. 

Levels 1 and 2: Reception of new members and confirmation are postponed until Level 3 is possible. 

Level 3: Reception of new members and confirmation are conducted in a safe a way, keeping people 2 

metres apart to the greatest extent possible.  Only the minister, wearing a mask/face covering and using 

hand sanitizing, lays on hands.  Certificates are placed on chairs in the sanctuary prior to the service and 

any symbolic gifts are presented by the minister. 

Responsibility: Christian Education and Minister 

3.15  Funerals  

The Province of Manitoba has specific guidelines for funerals which are distinct from those for Worship 

and will guide the conduct of funerals. 

Levels 1:  Adhering to Provincial directives, the minister provides funeral services to the extent possible.  

This might mean only a graveside service for a very small number of people where safety precautions 

are implemented.  Funeral planning and pastoral care are done in strict adherence to distancing rules 

with a primary reliance on electronic means, such as Zoom or outdoor meetings.  Families may consider 

holding a larger gathering at a later date. 

Level 2:  Similar to Level 1, but looser Provincial Guidelines allow for funerals to be held in Funeral 

Homes.  

Level 3:   Funerals can be held in the Church building.  All the protocols in place for Sunday worship are 

used including: pre-registration, seat assignment, sign-in, masks/face coverings, shared use of 

microphones and music presentations.   A trained UCiM volunteer(s) serves as hosts/usher. Social 

distancing is required upon arrival, during the funeral and after, including any reception. There will be 

no reception inside the building including food unless managed by the UCW according to Provincial 

Public Health guidelines. The funeral may be recorded for sharing electronically. Graveside funerals and 

committals can be held, following safe protocols. 

Responsibility: Worship Committee, Minister 

3.16  Weddings  

Level 1:  Couples may consider postponing their wedding but if that is not possible, the minister may 

preside at a wedding for a very small number of people outdoors in keeping with Provincial directives. 

Wedding planning is done by electronic means, such as Zoom, or at outdoor meetings.  Each person in 

the wedding party must wear a mask/face covering and keep social distance if they are from different 

households.  The couple may stand together. The minister will wear a mask/face covering and present 

rings and other symbols in a safe way.  
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Level 2:  The minister may preside at a wedding for a limited number of people outdoors or in a wedding 

venue.  Wedding planning is done in adherence to distancing rules with a primary reliance on electronic 

means, such as Zoom, or outdoor meetings. Each person in the wedding party must wear a mask/face 

covering if not keeping social distance if they are from different households.  The couple may stand 

together and remove mask/face covering for the ceremony if socially distanced from others. The 

minister will wear a mask/face covering and present rings and other symbols in a safe way. 

Level 3: If the wedding is being held in the church, all the protocols in place for Sunday worship are used 

including: pre-registration, seat assignment, sign-in, masks/face coverings, shared use of microphones 

and music presentations. A trained UCiM volunteer(s) serves as hosts/usher.   Each person in the 

wedding party must wear a mask/face covering and keep social distance if they are from different 

households.  The couple may stand together and remove mask/face covering for the ceremony if socially 

distanced from others. The minister will wear a mask/face covering when not socially distanced and 

present rings and other symbols in a safe way. 

Responsibility: Worship Committee and Minister  

Christian Education   
 

The guidelines described below provide an overall framework for keeping children, youth and families 

safe.  More detailed processes flesh out these guidelines and will be adapted as we learn how to 

manage in the context of the UCiM space.  Developing, assessing and adapting these detailed processes 

is the responsibility of the Christian Education Coordinator, with the help of the Talking Teens 

Coordinator. 

Level 1:  Christian Education programs for children, teens and adults are provided remotely, primarily in 

a digital format or with at-home activity packages mailed or delivered to households. 

Level 2: Christian Education programs may be provided online or in outdoor settings designed for family 

units or small numbers of participants. Pre-registration is required for all Christian Education programs. 

Upon arrival at an outdoor event, people will follow established protocols, including safety 

questionnaires, sign-in, mask use and hand sanitization.  Washrooms inside the church may be used, 

following the established protocols. 

Level 3: Christian Education programs may be held in the church building, although as much as possible, 

activities will be held outdoors. No food or drinks are allowed, with the exception of Messy Church, 

where families can bring their own food, providing it doesn’t require the use of the microwave or 

kitchen facilities.  Mid-week programs may be held for larger numbers of participants (indoors and 

outside) following the established protcols. 

Families with infants and small children may bring them into the sanctuary instead of taking them to 

Children’s Church.  A suitable space will be available for families to use for children who need private 

space.   
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Level 3: Children’s Church/Teen Talk: Pre-registration is required for all participants.  Adults whose 

children are in Children’s Church must remain on site. After following the standard processes for 

entering the building families are directed to the Children’s Welcome area where a leader will take them 

to their program location. Small children are not required to wear a mask/face covering.  Older 

children/teens are expected to wear a mask/face covering. Children keep their coats with them.  

Children and leaders are socially distanced from one another.  Trips to the washroom or to join families 

in the sanctuary are supervised by leaders. Children will be provided their own set of supplies. No 

sharing of supplies is allowed. Singing will also not be allowed, but other ways of creating and 

experiencing music will be explored. At the end of the service parents/guardians are directed to the 

pick-up point and leaders will escort children to their family for exiting the building together. 

 

Responsibility of the Christian Education Staff and Committee  

 

 

Background Documents 

 ‘Because There is Hope Here, A Safe Reopening Plan for Westworth United Church, July 30, 2020’ (with 

permission). 

On-line documents from the United Church of Canada (https://www.united-church.ca/covid-19), 

including Phase 2: Reopening In-Person Worship during the Pandemic and Phase 3: Full Return During 

the Pandemic 

Province of Manitoba Covid-19 Bulletins and Guides (https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/index.html) 

 

 


