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Stewardship Campaign Message from UCiM Minister Caryn Douglas 
 

 
 

God loves a cheerful giver. 
In one of Bonnie’s excellent Children’s Church Videos this month we watched as she gave away all 
of the chocolate bar, she was savouring for herself.  She concluded the lesson with these words, 

“It’s okay. I know that giving is just another way I can show God’s love for others.” 
Giving done with joy, giving that is not begrudging or forced is the only kind of giving which is 

sustainable over time.  Cheerful giving is infectious. Cheerful giving is essential to build up the 

community of faith. 
Appreciation is what I felt for the cheerful, generous hearted giver Bonnie portrays as she snaps 

her last piece of chocolate in half and gives it to her friends.  There is no doubt that God loves this 
kind of self-giving. 

But the radical news of the gospel is that God doesn’t love Bonnie because she is a giver.  God 

loves Bonnie just because she is Bonnie, cheerful giving or not.  If you are giving to earn God’s 
love, forget it. You already have God’s love. If you are giving because it is a way to love the world, 

just like God loves you, then you are on the right track. 
When you give your time and talent, and your money to the church then the church has the means 

to share the radical message that God loves people, “Whoever they are, Just as they are.”  Your 

giving means we can say, “You are welcome.  You belong.”  We can say it to the teenager who is 
struggling with their sense of self-esteem as they navigate the journey to adulthood.  We can say it 

to the woman recently widowed who is so overwhelmed by grief some days she doesn’t want to get 

out of bed.  We can say it to the parents who worry they aren’t making the right decisions about 
how to keep their kids safe from the virus.  

During this pandemic the church building has been closed, but the church hasn’t been.  As we 
move into the second, and likely subsequent waves of infection, the need for the church’s presence 

in the community will grow.  It is in the tough times when we most need to know that we are 

loved.   
I am so impressed by the depth of care you have for each other here at UCiM and I am honoured 

to be in a leadership role with a community of such generous givers. As you contemplate what your 
commitment to time and treasure is going to be for this next year, I hope that the scriptural advice 

to be a cheerful giver will be your guide. 
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